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SEEK TRUTH AND REPORT IT
Ethical journalism should be accurate and fair. 
Journalists should be honest and courageous in 
gathering, reporting and interpreting information.
 Take responsibility for the accuracy of their 
work. Verify information before releasing it. Use 
original sources whenever possible. 
 Provide context. Take special care not to 
misrepresent or oversimplify in promoting, 
previewing or summarizing a story.
 Identify sources clearly. The public is entitled 
to as much information as possible to judge the 
reliability and motivations of sources. 
 Support the open and civil exchange of 
views, even views they find repugnant. 
 Boldly tell the story of the diversity and 
magnitude of the human experience. Seek 
sources whose voices we seldom hear. 
 Avoid stereotyping. Journalists should 
examine the ways their values and experiences 
may shape their reporting. 
 Never deliberately distort facts or context, 
including visual information.
 Never plagiarize. Always attribute. 

MINIMIZE HARM
Ethical journalism treats sources, subjects, 
colleagues and members of the public as 
human beings deserving of respect.
 Balance the public’s need for information 
against potential harm or discomfort. 
 Consider cultural differences in approach and 
treatment. 
ACT INDEPENDENTLY
The highest and primary obligation of ethical 
journalism is to serve the public.
 Avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived. 
 Refuse gifts, favors, fees, free travel and 
special treatment, and avoid political and other 
outside activities. 
BE ACCOUNTABLE AND 
TRANSPARENT
Ethical journalism means taking responsibility 
for one’s work and explaining one’s decisions.
 Encourage a civil dialogue with the public 
about journalistic practices, coverage and news 
content. 
 Acknowledge mistakes and correct them 
promptly and prominently. Explain corrections 
and clarifications carefully and clearly. 
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